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Abstract: Innovative learning media is essential in supporting English learning. Its use can 

increase the students' motivation, which affects the absorption of the material being taught. 

However, many teachers idolized using monotonous media for teaching English. Thus, by 

following this phenomenon, the researchers aim to analyze the use of innovative media in Sintang 

High School, West Kalimantan. This research is important to know the phenomena that can be the 

future suggestion to the stakeholder in using media in Sintang because there is no similar research 

conducted. The researchers used a qualitative method in this research. Some English teachers from 

several public Senior High Schools were selected based on the purposive sampling method to be 

interviewed. The validity is obtained from teachers' documentation archives and students' 

interviews. From the data, the researchers revealed that innovative media is needed in English 

language teaching. It is supported by teachers' experience in using innovative media in the 

classification of ICT and non-ICT media. However, using innovative media in teaching has several 

obstacles, such as internet connection, teachers' ability to use technology and creativity to prepare 

the media. 
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INTRODUCTION 

English is a language subject in Indonesia. The regulation regulates English as a 

compulsory subject learnt from Junior High School. Even though English skills of Indonesians 

are still relatively low, Indonesia is in position 14 out of 24 countries in Asia (EF EPI, 2021). 

This matter is raised either by the ineffective use of media for teaching at school. Schools 

become the scapegoat because English is not the language of everyday communication. English 

is only learned in formal or even informal education for those more motivated to learn English. 

The lack on the use of effective learning media results in students' motivation to learn English 

(Nurdyansyah, 2019). Low motivation affects learning objectives that are difficult to achieve 

(Widoretno et al., 2021). The difficulty of attaining this learning goal is influenced by obstacles 

(lack of motivation) in the language learning process. This obstacle is described in the figure 

below. 

 

Figure 1. Affective Filter Hypothesis in Second Language Acquisition (Krashen, 1982) 
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Learning media is one of the components that must be available to support learning in the 

classroom. The accuracy of its use affects the quality of the process and learning outcomes 

(Nurdyansyah, 2019), where the media acts as an intermediary tool (Eryanti et al., 2018). 

Learning media is a tool to deliver learning materials that aim to attract students' interests, 

attention, feelings, and thoughts in learning activities to achieve the goals (Nurdyansyah, 2019). 

Learning media also serves to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of learning, students' 

learning passion, interest and motivation to learn (Nurdyansyah, 2019). It is also used to 

improve the quality of learning, make students directly interact with reality, overcome students' 

diverse learning modalities, and streamline the communication process in learning 

(Nurdyansyah, 2019). This implementation also aims to give a fun and exciting learning 

atmosphere (Suryani et al., 2018).  

Media is an important component of the learning system. As an important learnig 

component, media should follow the principle. Gerlack and Ely mention several principles for 

using learning media; suitability, clarity of presentation, ease of access, affordability, 

availability, quality, alternatives, interactivity, organization, novelty, and student-oriented 

(Cahyadi, 2019).  

In the teaching English, there are many kinds of learning media that teachers can use. These 

kinds are divided into: non-projected visual media, projected visual media, audio media, audio-

visual media, and multimedia (Anita, as cited in Puspitarini & Hanif, 2019). However, there are 

still many teachers who only rely on single media to provide or deliver the material in practice 

(Adlin, 2019), such as a book. Teachers' lack of creativity and innovation in the use of teaching 

media makes students bored and less motivated to learn (Muthia et al., 2017; Rakhmawati, 

2015).  

Innovation is the result of innovative thinking. Innovative refers to something new from an 

old habit. New in this discussion aims at getting better learning outcomes (Aja et al., 2017). 

Innovation is a process involving applying information, imagination, and initiation to obtain 

better value from old things or habits to meet student needs and expectations (Aja et al., 2017). 

Thus, innovation in the use of media also refers to innovative learning media. It means, 

innovative learning media can be defined as a component of supporting learning that brings 

renewal, where the renewal refers to the goal of increasing students' interest, attention, feelings, 

and thoughts in learning activities to achieve the planned learning objectives. In addition, 

Duckworth and Yeager stated that innovative learning media significantly impacted students' 

motivation and achievement (Nurdyansyah et al., 2019). It makes using innovative media 

necessary; as Gerlack and Ely (Cahyadi, 2019) stated, one of the principles of using media is 

novelty, which refers to innovation or renewal. 
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The students' motivation or interest in learning is an absolute thing that needs to be 

considered by teachers, especially English teachers. Students will be bored with an 

inappropriate selection of learning media or relying on monotonous media. This boredom will 

reduce students' motivation to learn English, which arises when there is a lack of activity in the 

learning process (Kruk, 2015). In the language acquisition hypothesis proposed by Krashen, 

motivation also becomes an important point that should not be underestimated. Motivation is 

included in the affective filter hypotheses (Krashen, 1982). Motivation to learn a language will 

affect the language skills obtained. Someone with high motivation sometimes will have good 

language acquisition knowledge because the filter (see Figure 1) that becomes an obstacle to 

obtaining or learning a language is getting smaller. 

Choosing learning media must be adjusted to the needs. These needs also include materials 

that will be taught by teachers that are also adapted to local conditions. Even more, from this 

phenomenon, the researchers are interested in conducting the study in Sintang. The researchers 

are interested in analyzing the use of innovative media in Sintang Senior High School, West 

Kalimantan. This research is interesting because no similar study was conducted in Sintang. The 

previous research (Aja et al., 2017; Ulfa & Purnamaningsih, 2022) was conducted with no 

single research that revealed the English teacher in Sintang; the previous research was also 

driven by focusing on particular kinds of teaching media. In addition, this study will answer 

how teachers perceive on innovative media in learning English. This study also revealed the 

obstacle to using media in English language teaching. 

 

METHOD 

This study used a qualitative research method. This method studies social phenomena and is 

not limited to analyzing participants' feelings and perceptions (Lodico et al., 2010). It is based 

on the belief that the social setting delivers the knowledge, and its understanding is a legitimate 

scientific process (Lodico et al., 2010). Strauss and Corbin adds that qualitative research refers 

to non-mathematical data analysis (Nugraha, 2014). This procedure produces findings that are 

obtained in various ways, including interviews, observations, documents or archives, and tests. 

Therefore, this study used interviews to obtain the data. Interviews were conducted with 

several English teachers. Then, to get the validity of the data, the researcher conducted 

interviews with the students at the school. The researchers also analyzed the video from 

teachers' documentation archives of their experience in teaching English.  

The respondents in this research were English teachers in public Senior High Schools in the 

district of Sintang. The selection of the information sources in qualitative study aims to obtain 
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complete and representative data, where the respondents are not taken by considering the 

amount (Nugraha, 2014).  

The interview questions consisted of statements about the perception and constraints of the 

English teacher regarding the use of innovative learning media in their learning experience. 

Then, the students' interview question was about their experience in learning English with the 

teacher. After the data was obtained, the researchers analyzed the findings. Furthermore, the 

analysis results were written and described in the study. In detail, the analysis was conducted in 

several steps: 

1. The researchers organized the data to ensure that the data were in a form that could be 

easily analyzed.  

2. The researchers made the code of data from the field into a similar research category. 

Example of code IT2TM or IS2TM means (I) interview from the (T) teacher or (S) student 

on (2) second school and revealing category of (TM) teaching media.  

3. The researchers wrote a description of the data that has been coded.  

4. The researchers wrote the theme which will be written in the research.  

5. The last, researchers report the data. The researchers reported and interpreted the data in 

the form of descriptive text. 

 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

The research was conducted from February to August. The result of the data finding 

revealed some themes. These themes are discussed below. 

Media for teaching 

Media is a teaching tool that has the function of assisting teachers in delivering material. 

Many kinds of media can be used in teaching.  

 

"learning media such as whiteboards, projectors, or available media around us. (Code: 

IT2TM) 

 

"usually used posters and also pamphlets because they are available around the school. 

(Code: IT1TM) 

 

"the learning media usually used is pictures, sometimes using charts, and QUIZIZZ. 

(Code: IT3TM) 

 

"when online learning, using WhatsApp, zoom, google meet, YouTube, and Google 

Forms …..book only, then the internet to find material and translation. (Code: IS1TM) 

 

Several media found can be grouped by type; these media are classified into non-projected 

visual media, audio media, projected visual media, audio-visual media, and multimedia 

(Puspitarini & Hanif, 2019). This classification can be seen in table 1. 
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Table 1. Media used for teaching 

No. Kinds of Media Used Media 

1. non-projected visual media Book (LKS), Whiteboard, Vamplate, Poster, chart 
2. Audio media Sound Player 
3. Projected visual media PowerPoint (projector) 
4. Audio-visual media Video (YouTube) 
5. Multimedia Google meet Application, WhatsApp, QUIZIZZ 

Application, Zoom Application 
 

The media mentioned above can generally be used to teach English. However, the sound 

player medium is the closely related media in teaching English. This medium is grouped into 

audio media or media that produce sound, where this media is used for listening activities. It is 

commonly known that listening is one of the four crucial skills in learning English. Generally, 

the way to use this media is: the teacher plays audio and then asks students to listen to the 

sound. 

 

"…. usually we need media like audio for listening skills, usually using a sound system. 

(Code: IT1TM) 

 

In addition, the use of books and whiteboards as learning media cannot be separated from 

the teacher's habits. It is because this media is available at school. 

 

"….then availability is also sometimes that being a consideration (on using) the media. 

(Code: IT1TM) 

 

It is undeniable that books and whiteboards are always found in the classroom. Even 

Sanaky (2013) mentions that the whiteboard is a necessary medium in the classroom. 

 

"if at the beginning of the meeting, we as teachers still give examples first, for example 

how to say this or sentence in English, I usually write a little (on the whiteboard). 

(Code: IT3UM) 

 

In addition, the use of the whiteboard as a medium to explain the subject has benefits, such 

as the presentation of lessons can be done clearly by the teacher. If there is an error, it can be 

detected and corrected directly (Sanaky, 2013). Thus, even though the whiteboard is a 

traditional media, it has the benefits as other learning media. 

 

Teachers' opinion on Innovative Media 

Innovative is generally defined as a renewal. When combined with the word media, 

innovative media means renewal in the use of learning media in the classroom. This renewal is a 

must and becomes important in learning in the classroom. This explanation follows Gerlack and 

Ely's statement that the principle of using media in the classroom is a novelty (Cahyadi, 2019). 

The teacher in the field also understood that making innovations in learning media is needed. 
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However, the teacher did not deny that he still focused a lot on using book media in learning 

English. 

 

"I think it's certainly necessary (for renewing the media) because English is not difficult 

nor easy, and we are not native speakers, we need this media to gain students' interest in 

learning. (Code: IT1IM) 

 

"(updating media) is needed to adapt to technological developments. (Code: IT2IM) 

 

"I use books more. (Code: IT2TM) 

 

The renewal of the media used to teach English in research schools refers to the renewal on 

the use of conventional media. In other words, the teachers did not create on their own, but they 

used the available media. 

 

"in the pandemic era, (learning process) is frequently using videos ……. by watching 

videos on YouTube, WhatsApp, and Google Classroom. (Code: IT2R) 

 

"Approximately (combining the use of a whiteboard with additional apps like 

QUIZIZZ). (Code: IT3R) 

 

In addition, the teacher also claimed that she made a media to renew the habitual tool in 

teaching English. For example, by making posters from manila paper. The teacher used the 

poster for presenting material in the classroom. 

 

"for other (media) is like using manila paper (or poster). It's usually for presentations in 

class, to observe. (Code: IT1R) 

 

Using innovative media motivates students to learn English (Nurdyansyah, 2019). Students 

feel happy and enjoy when using media to learn English.  

  
Figure 2. Students' Expression on Innovative Media (QUIZIZZ) 

 

 

 

The obstacle on implementing the media 
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Following Table 1, those media are included in the ICT dan non-ICT; this result is detailed 

in figure 2. However, this result only reveals the finding of the media used that researchers got 

from the interview, not reflecting the finding about the frequency of use. 

 
Figure 3. ICT and Non-ICT media used 

 

It is unignored that ICT requires electrical and internet connection. Although not all 

equipment requires an internet connection, the media mentioned by the teachers above require 

an internet connection, except for the sound player. The teacher also expressed it; she said that 

the internet was a problem when using QUIZIZZ. The internet quota also needs to be prepared 

for accessing the media. Moreover, teachers must master the ability to use ICT well. 

 

"that's the weakness, if there is no internet, it can't be (used). (Code: IT3O) 

 

"the first, of course, the student must prepare a quota package and maybe there are 

students who are in faraway places so they difficult to get the signal and we have to be 

more creative in making the media, have more mastery of informatics and editing so we 

can produce interesting media. (Code: IT2O) 

 

In addition, another obstacle is that the teacher must continuously update the media to 

foster students' interest. Some students feel bored if using the same media frequently time. 

Other, the availability became an obstacle to presenting different media. 

 

"the problem is adjusting, adjusting to the condition of the students is difficult because 

not all students may like the learning, the media that has been done or what has been 

done, so they think it's so-so (or monotonous). (Code: IT1O) 

 

How is the innovative media? 

Innovative media used by some teachers is classified as media that utilizes existing media, 

for example, QUIZIZZ, WhatsApp, or Zoom. It is not a mistake because there is no limitation 

for updating the media for teaching. Besides, the previous research also claims that the use of 

YouTube content is the part of innovation in the use of media (Rusmanayanti, 2019). Arsyad 

also stated that the need to use media is to increase self-motivated and self-regulated learning 

(Firmadani, 2020).  

According to Musfiqin, availability is a thing to consider on using media (Suryani et al., 

2018). If the media used does not exist, the teacher should make the media or use alternative 

media at school if hard to make it. Updates that utilize the use of existing media do not require 

64%

36% ICT

Non-ICT



Journal of English Educational Study (JEES) 

Volume 5 Issue 2 November 2022 Page 162-171 

E-ISSN: 2655-0776 

 

169 

  Rais, Sa’adah. How do English Teachers…. 

the creativity of teachers. However, using gadget media as a means for learning is a good thing 

in the development of the use of innovative media. It means that teachers have thought that 

conventional media commonly used in the classroom requires renewal.  

The use of innovative media is to update the old media that are commonly used. The 

purpose of using this media is to attract interest in learning so that students are expected to get 

better learning outcomes (Aja et al., 2017). It means that the use of innovative media is not 

limited to just using the gadget. Using other media, such as posters or teaching aids, becomes an 

innovation in presenting innovative media in the classroom. For example, in the animal theme, 

the teacher innovates book learning media which usually only uses worksheets by making or 

presenting a three-dimensional book that will show an animal picture in 3D. Others such as 

creating a special dictionary containing images of animals. Updates that only focus on the use of 

ICT media will be very constrained, especially if there is no internet or electricity network. 

Presenting innovative media indeed has obstacles, including ICT media. The obstacle is 

that the teachers need to prepare internet quotas. The availability also becomes the obstacle that 

teachers face in presenting innovative media. In addition, the ability of teachers to use ICT is 

also another obstacle. It is because teachers need to master technology skills to operate it easily 

(Ulfa & Purnamaningsih, 2022). Besides, creativity needs to be possessed to prepare these 

media. 

Following language acquisition theory, motivation is one point that plays an important role 

in language acquisition. Students who are not motivated may have a bad experience or 

perception of English. It becomes a barrier that blocks input or language to language acquisition 

devices (Krashen, 1982). This input must be flawless if someone wants to learn the language. It 

means that this filter needs to be minimized or discarded to get better study results, which less 

motivated learning is part of the block. Using innovative learning media can either support 

learning or increase student motivation, which is in line with the increment of students' desire 

and interest in learning (Puspitarini & Hanif, 2019; Syahrozi et al., 2018).  

However, this study did not reach that proof. This research is also limited to discussions on 

the teachers' perception of using innovative media based on their teaching experience. In 

addition, researchers encountered problems related to references in innovative media in carrying 

out this research. Some researchers pursue innovative media but discuss innovative learning 

concepts. While these two concepts are different, innovative media leads to a material delivery 

tool, and innovative learning leads to activities in the classroom that also provide the media. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Innovative media in learning is important to use. It is in accordance with the principle of 

using media; the need for a novelty. Teachers in public Senior High schools in Sintang, West 
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Kalimantan, have been quite good at using innovative media. Some media they use can be 

grouped into ICT and Non-ICT media. In addition, they mentioned that using innovative media 

is necessary to support learning that follows the times and needs of students. Moreover, the 

innovative media used for learning English are classified as utilizing existing media. Examples 

are using Zoom, YouTube, WhatsApp, and QUIZIZZ. However, using existing media (ICT 

media) has problems, especially in the connection and teachers' ability to use it. In addition, 

another obstacle that arises is teachers need to be creative in adjusting to the students' conditions 

or want. 
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